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About Vinnova
• 200 employees
• Stockholm, Brussels, Silicon Valley, and Tel Aviv
• Government agency under the Ministry of Enterprise and 

Innovation



Three roles

Investment in research 
and innovation National EU node Expert agency

Presentatör
Presentationsanteckningar
We ensure research is utilized and relevant to society.



Innovations often arise in collaboration 
— we make this possible 

Presentatör
Presentationsanteckningar
Nya bilder



Source: Annual Financial Report 2016 

2.9 billion SEK   
invested by Vinnova in research 

and innovation in 2016
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Approximately 304 million euro
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Strategic Innovation Programmes
Collaboration in areas important for Sweden creates  
conditions for sustainable solutions to global societal 
challenges and increased international competitiveness 



Swelife Medtech4Health Innovair
Smartare 

elektroniksystem
STRIM (gruv och 
metallutvinning)

Lättvikt InfraSweden2030 Processindustriell IT 
och Automation (PiiA) Produktion2030 Metalliska material
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Strategic Innovation Programmes



Medtech4Health

Short facts Participating parties
• One of 17 Strategic Innovation 

Programs in Sweden

• 12 year project

• ~15 M€ for the first 3 years

• Focus on Medtech

• Started in 2016

• >120 projects financed up to date

• Research institutes

• Counties

• University hospitals

• Universities

• Medtech companies



Short and long term goals

Short term goals Long term goals
• Increase the patient perspective in 

innovation in health care

• Improve the exchange between 
competencies

• Health and social care directly involved 
in innovation processes

• National coordination

• A patient-centered and efficient 
healthcare system in terms of health 
outcomes per cost

• Continued national and international 
success of medical technology 
companies based in Sweden

• Sweden internationally recognized for 
excellence in medical technology 
innovation, research and education



Activities

Open calls Strategic projects
• Collaboration projects within medtech

• Competence support to small 
companies

• Innovators in health care

• Projects for improved health

• Education & courses

• Expert networks & coaching

• International collaboration (IMPACT –
medtech in EU, focus on Horizon2020)

• Medtech4Health Innovation Award

• StandIN - Interoperability

• Innovation engines

• AIDA – Analytical Imaging Diagnostics
Arena



• National scope covering Sweden

• Local and national participants



At Vinnova, Sweden’s most promising companies 
compete for funding to develop their innovative 

goods, services and processes



We fund the first step

PROJECTS

• Increased profit
• New offers
• New markets
• Greater profit

2

• Employment
• Productivity
• Refinement value
• Societal and customer 

benefit
• Innovative capacity

31

• Enhanced and improved 
R&D

• Follow-up investments
• Follow-up projects
• Intangible assets

Presentatör
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The goal of Vinnova’s funding is:
Enhanced and improved R&D
Follow-up investments
Follow-up projects
Intangible assets




Why?

• Vinnova supports early-stage companies 
when other funding is hard to come by

• We want to create financial prospects for 
companies

• We want to make it possible to create 
business opportunities

• We want to help companies to enhance their 
competitive ability

• We want to promote gender equality

• We want to contribute to positive social 
welfare and societal impacts

Why?



• Market-oriented R&I projects in all areas
• Coordinated by SMEs with their own R&I 
• 50% funding for SMEs
• Projects up to 3 years
• Contact Vinnova or EUSMESupport for more information

Eurostars
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Eurostars is a programme in the EUREKA international collaborative network, which targets mainly small and medium-sized enterprises, SMEs, with their own research and development. 
In the programme, SMEs collaborating with research organisations and the public sector can apply for funding for the development of market-related processes, products and services in international projects (bottom–up). Coordinated by SMEs with their own R&D (insurance actors, industry and the public sector can participate)
In Eurostars, the companies gain access to new knowledge, new collaborations and opportunities to test out new markets through international collaboration. Swedish participants have had great success in the programme so far, and about 30% of all applicants have received funding. 
What can I seek funding for?
Through Eurostars, you can apply for funding for market-related research and innovation projects in all of our thematic technology areas. The projects may be up to three years long and may be collaborations with at least two Eurostars countries. Your project should lead to the market launch of a product, service or process no later than two years after completion. The project must be coordinated by a small or medium-sized enterprise (SME) that conducts its own research but is also open to participation by academia and research institutions.
Vinnova funds project costs up to SEK 5 million per project, or SEK 2 million per project if there is no SME involved. The project period may not exceed three years and commercialisation must occur no more than two years after the project’s completion. Participating organisation will receive:
Small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) (according to the EU definition) can apply for a grant equivalent to 50 per cent of their costs.
Large enterprises (according to the EU definition) can apply for a grant equivalent to 30 per cent of their costs.
Universities/colleges and public sector organisations may apply for a grant equivalent to 70 per cent of their costs.
When you plan to submit an application to Eurostars, you should contact the support office for businesses or one of the programme’s contact people. It is also important that you check the Eligibility Guidelines on the Eurostars website.
Who can participate?
The project must be coordinated by a researching SME (where 10 per cent of sales go to R&D or, alternatively, where 10 per cent of employees are engaged in R&D). To ensure payment capability, the SME’s net sales or owners’ equity must correspond to at least half of the amount sought. 
Large companies, universities and research institutes may also participate in projects. One of Vinnova’s objectives is to increase female participation and to increase participation by new players.�
Application process:
Identify an idea for which you want to apply for Eurostars funding.
Contact/identify international partners.
Contact the support office or one of the national contact people for Eurostars.
Visit prospective partners and apply for travel grants.
Check the requirements and read the instructions on how the application is to be written – Application Guidelines
Submit the application to the EUREKA Secretariat in Brussels. 
Wait for the application to be evaluated.
If your application is successful, Vinnova will invite you to apply for funding for the Swedish stakeholders.

Contact at Vinnova:

Elisabet Nielsen National Project Coordinator
Peter Lindberg Programme Manager
Karin Aase Asst. Programme Manager 
Lars Gustafsson ICT Project Coordinator
Lars Nybom Environmental Project Coordinator
Tero Stjernstoft Production and Materials Project Coordinator
Ida Langborg, Production and Materials Project Coordinator
Anna Tegnesjö Life Science Project Coordinator




For companies to contact partners in other countries, 
gain access to their skills and networks, 

and achieve success in international markets

Objective



Sweden’s Innovation Agency

www.vinnova.se
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