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On occasion of the 2013 Photonic21 Annual Meeting, industry representatives renewed their commitment to a Public-Private 
Partnership in Photonics as part of Horizon 2020. As Europe is slowly recovering from an economic crisis, austerity measures 
are still dominating daily political routine in Member States. However, smart investment must also be at the heart of any re-
covery strategy. This means investment in areas where Europe is strong and which have a huge potential for further growth. 
Photonics is a sector which, despite the crisis of the last years, has continued to grow and create jobs. 
 

 
 
 
Sweden was well represented at the Photonics21 Annual Meeting. Petra Bindig 
(PhotonicSweden) co-organised the meeting and with a presentation of Henrik Röd-
jegård (SenseAir AB) on “Trends in Low-Cost NDIR Gas Sensing” and on the mar-
ket demands for sensors, Sweden could show a good example of how to make 
use of photonics innovations and research.  
 
 
 
 
 

Despite the need for tightened fiscal belts, the photonics industry insists that it is essential to continue to invest is this area to 
keep Europe's global leadership in the face of growing international competition. The investment must come from both the 
private and public sources and must be combined in a strong partnership that will have a real impact in Europe. The EU sup-
port for photonics in Horizon 2020 combined with private sector investment will be the key to keeping the industry strong and 
Europe on the way to recovery, through more innovation, more growth and more jobs. 
 
As a cornerstone to reach these goals, the photonics industry renews its commitment to join the European Commission in a 
Photonics Public Private Partnership (PPP). Speaking at a high-level roundtable, Photonics21 President Michael Mertin, CEO 
Jenoptik, stressed that: “Boosting economic growth and the creation of jobs in Europe through strengthening its innovation capac-
ity will be the major challenges of Horizon 2020. Through the establishment of a Public Private Partnership the photonics commu-
nity fully commits to strive for photonics innovation in Europe and to reinforce the cooperation between public and private sectors. 
Our innovation capacity will substantially contribute to Europe’s economy and thus benefit European citizens.”  
 

 
 
Commission Vice-President Neelie Kroes highlighted the photonics sector's role in 
her keynote speech, stating that "Europe has a great high-tech story to tell, and 
photonics is at the centre of that story. Photonics makes ultra-high speed fibre broad-
band possible, it is the key to the 3D printing revolution. And most importantly at this 
time it is the raison d'être of 5,000 of Europe's most innovative SMEs. I want to make 
sure those companies have the R&D support they need to lead the €300 billion global 
photonics market, improve lives and support new and existing jobs."  
 
 
 
 

Commissioner Kroes took this opportunity to appoint Jana Huisman, a 17 year old  
physics and mathematics student, as the Young Ambassador for Photonics Education.  
This award is supported jointly by the European Commission and Photonics21 and  
is targeted at promoting training in photonics technologies and contibuting towards  
a highly qualified workforce in Europe.  
new jobs being created in Europe.  

Photonics21 Annual Meeting 2013  
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Photonics societies unite to announce the National Photonics Initiative 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
About the NPI: The National Photonics Initiative (NPI) is a collaborative alliance among industry, academia and government 
seeking to raise awareness of photonics and the impact of photonics on our everyday lives; increase cooperation and coordina-
tion among US industry, government and academia to advance photonics-driven fields, critical to maintaining US competitiveness 

and national security. 
 The initiative is being led by a coalition of scientific societies, including the American Physical Society (APS), the IEEE Photonics 

Society, the Laser Institute of America (LIA), the Optical Society (OSA) and SPIE, the international society for optics and photonics.  
As part of the NPI effort, more than 100 experts from industry, academia and government collaborated to draft a white paper 
detailing recommendations to guide funding and investment in five key photonics-driven fields: advanced manufacturing, commu-
nications and information technology, defense and national security, health and medicine and energy. New opportunities in these 
fields such as 3D printing, more efficient solar power, improved nuclear threat identification, more accurate cancer detection and 

the growth of Internet speeds and capacity, offer the potential for even greater societal impact in the next few decades. 
In order to capitalize on new opportunities and regain global leadership and economic prosperity, the white paper also pro-
vides key recommendations to the United States government that apply across all five of the fields:  

 Drive funding and investment in areas of photonics critical to maintaining US competitiveness and national security-

advanced manufacturing, defense, energy, health and medicine, information technology and communications 

 Develop federal programs that encourage greater collaboration between US industry and academia to better support 

the research and development of next-generation photonics technologies 

 Increase investment in education and job training programs to reduce the shortage of technically skilled workers needed 

to fill the growing number of photonics-based positions 

 Expand federal investments supporting university and industry collaborative research to develop new manufacturing 

methods that incorporate photonics such as additive manufacturing and ultra-short-pulse laser material processing 

Collaborate with U.S. industry to review international trade practices impeding free trade, and the current US criteria restrict-

ing the sale of certain photonic technologies overseas. 

The NPI maintains that fulfillment of these recommendations will position the United States as a global leader in photonics re-
search and development, and will grow the U.S. economy and add jobs at home. 

For more information, visit www.LightOurFuture.org. 

 

NPI is sponsored by 

    
 
 
Download the NPI white paper, "Lighting the Path to a Competitive, Secure Future." 

 

http://www.lightourfuture.org/
http://www.aps.org/
http://photonicssociety.org/
http://photonicssociety.org/
http://www.lia.org/
http://www.osa.org/
http://www.spie.org/
http://spie.org/x94049.xml
http://www.lightourfuture.org/
http://lightourfuture.org/index.php/download_file/view/56/1/
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ptopubar under våren 2012 

Nyheter 

Världens skarpaste hjärnor 

 
Den 1–6 Februari 2014 är det dags för den årliga mässan 

Photonic West i Moscone Convention Center San Francisco, USA.  
Vi på Fiber Optic Valley arrangerar och administrerar även i 

år Sveriges medverkan på mässan och vi vill att du följer med! 
  

Världens största mässa för fotonik och optisk elektronik 
Det är som rubriken säger, hit kommer världens skarpaste 
hjärnor inom fotonik och optisk elektronik för att utbyta idéer 
och forskningsresultat, göra konkurrentbevakning och 
omvärldsspaningar, knyta nya kontakter och medverka i 

mängder med smarta möten.  

  
Nya influenser föder nya idéer 
Har du tänkt på vad som uppstår när du befinner dig i nya 
miljöer, visst är det väl då som de där nya tankarna får fäste, 
när idéer föds och nya möjligheter uppenbarar sig? Varför inte 
ta chansen att låta flygresan bli till ett konstruktivt idémöte med 
nya perspektiv i fokus, låta flygplatsmiljön bli en inspirations-
boost och dina medresenärer tillföra intressanta aspekter till 

dina egna utvecklingsprojekt.  
Vad händer när du sedan möter spetskompetens från hela 
världen inom just ditt område? Vad kommer att hända i mötet 
med de andra svenska utställarna som står vid din sida i 
Sveriges monter? Här handlar det om att se möjligheterna och 

dra nytta av situationen helt enkelt.  

  
Du kan lita på Susanne 
Boka en plats i vår monter. Susanne Nylén är den erfarna 
projektledare som i flera år, har arrangerat Sveriges 
medverkan, hon ordnar med allt från monterdesign till 
bokningar av resor och boende. Du kan koncentrera dig på din 

medverkan och att fylla ditt utrymme i montern med innehåll.  
  
Läs mer i den bifogade informationsfoldern ”erbjudande” och 
hör av dig till Susanne  för att boka din plats i montern. Telefon: 

070-6895771 eller epost: susanne.nylen@fiberopticvalley.com 
  

FIBER OPTIC VALLEY 
  
 

........................................................................................................ 

 
Fiber Optic Valley   |   Stationsgatan 7   |   SE-824 43 
Hudiksvall   |   Sweden 
Phone +46 (0)650 55 67 10   |   Mobile +46 (0)70689 57 71 
susanne.nylen@fiberopticvalley.co /m  www.fiberopticvalley m.co  
 

Photonics21 
Student Innova-
tion Award 
2013 
 

For the fifth time the European Technology Platform 
Photonics21 announced the Photonics21 Student Innovation 
Award. The prize will be handed over at the evening re-
ception of the Photonics21 Annual Meeting 2013 on the 
29 April 2013. 
The Research, Education and Training work group of 
Photonics21 (Work Group 7) has established a prize for 
students in the field of photonics in order to promote re-
search in photonics especially related to R&D with a sig-
nificant industrial impact.  

The winners of this year’s Award are:  
Rafael Betancur 
The Institute of Photonic Sciences – ICFO 
on 
“BUILDING-INTEGRATED ORGANIC SEMITRANSPARENT 
SOLAR CELLS” 
and  
Asaf Shahmoon 
School in Advanced Optical Technologies (SAOT),  
Friedrich-Alexander University (FAU), Erlangen Germany 
on 
“Photonic Devices Based Sub-Micron Structures for Tun-
able Applications and for Bio-Sensing” 

 
From left to right: Roberta Ramponi, chair of the award commit-
tee, Rafael Betancur, ICFO, Michael Mertin, President Photon-
ics21, Asaf Shahmoon, Friedrich-Alexander University  

mailto:susanne.nylen@fiberopticvalley.com
mailto:susanne.nylen@fiberopticvalley.com
http://www.fiberopticvalley.com/
http://www.fiberopticvalley.com/
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SMETHODS – SMEs Training and Hands-on Practice in Optical Design 

and Simulation: 

 
Optics courses funded by EU offered for, especially, SME’s.  
Organized by a consortium composed of leading European universities 

on optical design.  
 
Examples and hands-on training in computer class rooms play major 

role.  

 
The topics of the 4…5-day courses are 
 

 Optical Design for Imaging Optics  

 Design & Optimisation of Non-Imaging Optical Systems  

 Wave Optics Design: Modeling of Micro-Optics and Laser 

Systems  
 Optical Design for Diffractive Optics  

 
In spring 2014 there will be a course in Helsinki. Please contact Petra 
Bindig (petra@photonicsweden.org) if you are interested in partici-

pating. 

 
More information and registrations (each session limited to 15 partici-

pants  

www.smethods.eu
 

 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=QgpD8Iwl8XM  
 

On behalf of SMETHODS consortium 

Jyrki Saarinen, University of Eastern Finland 
Professor of Photonics Applications and Commercialization 

Welcome to the third Workshop on Specialty Fibers 
and their Applications. This time, the workshop will be 
held in the small town of Sigtuna, close to Stockholm, 
Sweden. 
Subscribe to the WSOF newsletter to keep updated.

                  

 

for more   information: www.wsof2013.org or 
contact walter.margul @is acreo  .se  

Are you interested in FREE courses in Opti-

cal Design and Simulation? 
3rd Workshop on Specialty Opti-

cal Fibers and their Applications 

20th Central European Workshop on 

Quantum Optics at KTH, June 16-20, 

2013 

For two decades the Central European Workshop on 
Quantum Optics (CEWQO) has provided an annual 
forum for the quantum optics and quantum information 
community to present their latest scientific results. An 
important feature of the meeting is the possibility for 
young researchers to interact with some of the leading 
figures in quantum optics and related fields. This year 
the meeting will bring 200 researchers and students 

from five continents together in Stockholm. 

  
Fore more information please contact:  

 
Prof. Gunnar Björk 
gbjork@kth.se 

AlbaNova University Center 

 

14th Nordic Laser Materials Processing 

Conference 

Laser är en viktig del i att få en hållbar 
ekonomi i Europa. Innovativa laserprocesser 
kommer att spela en betydande roll i 
framtida gröna tillverkning eftersom de ger 
en exakt, välkontrollerad och mycket effektiv 
energimängd som tillförs arbetsstycket. 
Framtida utmaningar är att öka det spektrum 

av olika laser-tillverkningstekniker inom alla sektorer där lasern kan 
erbjuda innovativa produktlösningar, högre produktkvalitet, mindre 
miljöpåverkan, högre produktivitet och i sin tur kostnadsfördelar. 
 
NOLAMP-konferenserna hantera alla aspekter av 
lasermaterialbearbetning från grundläggande 
vetenskap till industriella tillämpningar. Den första NOLAMP 
konferensen ägde rum i Oslo 1987 underen period av intensiv 
utveckling av laserprocesser och deras industriella tillämpningar.  
NOLAMP har fortsatt att vartannat år stärka det nordiska 
lasersamhället genom att uppmuntra kunskapsöverföring och 
nätverkande.  

Nu, 26 år senare, i kommande 14th NOLAMP, är 

fortfarande forskning och utveckling av processer som 

lasersvetsning, laserhybridsvetsning, laserskärning och 

laserytbehandling mycket viktigt, liksom utvecklingen 

av industriella tillämpningar och utrustning för 

lasermaterialbearbetning. Denna gång hålls 

konferensen i Göteborg den 26-28 

august

 

i.

 

 

www.ltu.se/nolamp14

 

 

mailto:petra@photonicsweden.org
http://www.smethods.eu
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QgpD8Iwl8XM
http://www.photonicsweden.com/3rd-workshop-specialty-optical-fibers-and-their-applications
http://www.photonicsweden.com/3rd-workshop-specialty-optical-fibers-and-their-applications
http://www.wsof2013.org/
mailto:gbjork@kth.se
http://www.ltu.se/nolamp14
http://www.ltu.se/cms_fs/1.104298!/file/nolamp_program_web.pdf
http://www.ltu.se/cms_fs/1.104298!/file/nolamp_program_web.pdf



